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ods of investigation, as well as the theorems on infinite series with positive terms published between 1832 and 1851 by Raabe, Duhamel, De Morgan, Ber-trand, Bonnet, and Paucker, set forth special criteria, for they compare generally the nth term with particular functions of the form a*, w*9 n(logny and others. Criteria of essentially more general nature were first discovered by Kummer (1835), and were generalized by Dini (1867). Dini's researches remained for a time, at least in Germany, completely unknown. Six years later Paul du Bois-Reymond, starting with the same fundamental ideas as Dini, discovered anew the chief results of the Italian mathematician, worked them out more thoroughly and enlarged them essentially to a system of convergence and divergence criteria of the first and second kind, according as the general term of the series an or the quotient a^: an is the basis of investigation. Du Bois-Reymond's results were completed and in part verified somewhat later by A. Pringsheim.
After the solution of the algebraic equations of the third and fourth degrees was accompli shed, work on the structure of the system of algebraic equations in general could be undertaken. Tartaglia, Cardan, and Ferrari laid the keystone of the bridge which led from the solution of equations of the second degree to the complete solution of equations of the third and fourth degrees. But centuries elapsed before an Abel threw a flood of light upon the solution of higher equations.